The coffee mugs
that fight entropy

Insulated flasks mean home-brew
coffee can outlast Caffe Nero’s

CONTIGO AUTOSEAL
Capadty: 475ml Weight: 360g
The Contigo flask’s metal exterior
barely warmed up after the mug
was filled, and our measurements
showed it to be the best-insulated
coffee mug here. It lost only 10°C
of heat in half an hour, and was a
class-beating 69.6°C after an hour.
Squeezing a button with your in-
dex finger opens the drinking hole,
which works well, but its flat sur-
round doesn’t make for comfortable:
sipping. It was the only mug that
didn‘t spill a drop after a jog.
WIRED Heat retention; spil -proof
TIRED Strange drinking sensation
SPILL RATING A
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£25 gocontigo.com

~— Drinks will stay
hot for four hours.
- or cold for 12




THERMOS THERMAX
PLANET TRAVEL MUG
Capacity: 400m| Weight: 3240g
The Thermos TherMax was our fa-
vourite mug to hold. Its ridged rub-
ber base is non-slip and its bottom-
heavy weight makes it easy to grip.
When you tip the cup, liquid flows
into the large recess at the top.
Drinking is easy and spill-free, but
the thin edge is harsh on the lips.

The TherMax spilt only four drops
in our leak-resistance test and took
second place for insulation - after an
hour it was a just-acceptable 65°C.
WIRED Little spill; well insulated
TIRED Thin edge is uncomfortable
SPILL RATING A-
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£15 thermosonline.co.uk

BRUGO TIP N SIP MUG
Capacity: 450m| Weight: 2909
The Tip N Sip aims to solve the
problem of your coffee heing too hot
to drink. You turn the lid to “Tip &
Cool” and give the cup a swish from
side to side. This fills the top cham-
ber with liquid, which then cools.

Unfortunately, the rest of the lig-
uid cooled quickly too - the insula-
tion was only slightly more effective
than in the Mountainlife mug. The
drinking hole is also always open, so
there’s little spill protection.
WIRED Coffee's never too hot...
TIRED ... but soon too cold
SPILL RATING D-
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£13.50 brugomug.co.uk

FATBOY GIANT

TRAVEL MUG

Capacity: 11 Weight: 440g

Whereas the rest of the mugs hold
around two cups, the Fat Boy can
take a jitters-inducing four. Its large
handle, huge top and rounded plas-
tic edge make it comfortable to hold
and drink from, and the drink hole is
sealed with an easy-to-close clip.

It was halfway down our group
for heat efficiency, remaining drink-
able for 40 minutes. Despite appear-
ing sealed, a mug’s worth leaked out
- good thing it holds a litre, then.
WIRED Plenty of Joe...

TIRED ... but keep it upright
SPILL RATING D
£6 discountcoffee.co.uk

MOUNTAINLIFE

TRAVEL MUG

Capacity: 475ml Weight: 2609

If you travel by car, the Mountain-
life can keep your drink warm with
its cigarette-lighter adaptor. Even
with a heating element In the base
it's still a light mug, but it didn't
keep coffee warm when unplugged
- it ended up too cold to drink after
an hour, at 53.9°C.

It didn't leak much, but there
were 3 few teaspoons of liquid in
the bottom of our sealed container
after a walk and a jog.

WIRED In-car heat

TIRED Power-free cooling

SPILL RATING B-
00000

£7 mountainwarehouse.com

HOW WE TESTED

We filled each mug with Ecaffé coffee, checking temperature every ten minutes
for an hour - below 65°C was undrinkable. For reference, a medium Caffé Nero
black Americano started at 79.8°C, dropping to 46.7°C. For spill resistance, we
sealed each in a plastic bag, walked for 20 minutes, then assessed liquid loss.
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